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the associate of the devil.    Almost all the nations of the earth had, by
blindly following their passions, at length fallen into a total forgetfulness
of God who made them, and deified first inanimate stars and planets*
afterwards dead men, the most impious and profligate of the human race;
also the works of their own hands, often beasts, monsters, and their own
basest passions: the most infamous crimes they authorized by the sanction
of pretended religious rites; and from every corner of the earth vice cried
to heaven for vengeance.    The Jews, who had been favoured by God
above all other nations, and declared his peculiar people, were nevertheless
abandoned to envy, jealousy, pride, and other vices; so that even amongst
them the number of privileged souls which remained faithful to God
appeared to be very small.   Such was the face of the earth when the Son
of God honoured it with his divine presence and conversation.    Who
would not have imagined when he heard that God was coming to visit
the earth that it must have been to destroy it by fire from heaven, as he
had done Sodom, and to bury its rebellious inhabitants in hell?   But no:
whilst the world was reeking with blood and oppressions, and overrun
with impiety, he came to save it.   How does the ingratitude and baseness
of man set off his love!   At the sight of our miseries his compassion was
stirred up the more tenderly and his bowels yearned toward us.    He
came to save us, when we deserved nothing at his hands but eternal
torments.    Also the manner in which he came to visit us shows yet in
a more astonishing manner the excess of his goodness and charity for us*
To engage our hearts more strongly, he has made himself like to us taking
upon him our nature*   " God was seen upon earth, and has conversed with
men.1   The word was made flesh." 2   God is born an infinite babe, the
Eternal is become a young child, the Omnipotent is made weak, he who
is essentially infinite and independent is voluntarily reduced to a state of
subjection and humbled beneath his own creatures.   It is love, and the love
of us sinful men, that hath done all this.

St Francis of Assisium appeared not able to contain himself through
excessive tenderness of love when he spoke of this mystery and named the
Little Babe of Bethlehem, St Bernard says, " God on the throne of his
majesty and greatness commands our fear and our homages: but in his
littleness especially our love." This father invites all created beings to
join him in love and adoration, and to listen in awful silence to the pro-
clamation of the festival in honour of this mystery made in the Roman
Martyrology: " Hear ye heavens," says he, " and lend your ears, O earth*
Stand in raptures of astonishment and praise, O you whole creation, but
you chiefly, O man. ' Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, was born
in Bethlehem of Judah.* O short word of the Eternal Word abridged for
us! but filled with heavenly sweetness. The affection of this melting

1 Bamchiii. 38.                              * John i. 14.
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